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This Lombard MS, dated 1390 and illuminated by the Master of Modena Hours (who takes his name
from this exemplary codex), comes from the rich collection of the Marquis Obizzi del Catajo and has
belonged to the Estense library since 1817. It features 28 full-page illuminations, of which 15 have
vegetation patterned borders and 21 have illustrated initial letters. The text, with indexed headings, is
in rounded Gothic script. As is typical of prayerbooks, the first part begins with the calendar,
followed by the texts of the prayers, accompanied by splendid illuminations representing important
moments in the lives of the Blessed Virgin and Jesus and pictures of the saints. The codex is known
as one of the masterpieces of Lombardian illuminated manuscripts and among those of the golden
period of the International Gothic. The Master of the Hours Book of Modena has been traced to the
workshop of Giovannino de Grassi, author of other wonderful codices for the Visconti court.
Despite obvious references of this codex to the main school, the Master of the Hours Book of
Modena reveals his own originality in his brush technique and background decorations, in his
surprising elegance of line, and in the lovely gentleness of the feminine figures. Of considerable
importance is the beautiful and sumptuous 16th c. pink silk binding with embroidered decorative
borders along the spine and on the sides, in gold, silver and coloured silk thread. A framed bust of
the Virgin Mary is embroidered on the front cover in the center, while the coat-of-arms of the
presumed owner is embroidered in the center on the back. Limited edition of 499 copies, bound in
silk with colored embroidery, after the original. Special transparent case.
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